An unusual presentation of primary cutaneous nocardiosis at a rare site: succesful treatment with a modified Welsh regimen.
Primary cutaneous nocardiosis can present in various forms. Clinically, it can present as acute infection (abscess or cellulitis), mycetoma, or sporotrichoid infection. Mycetoma over the back is rare. We herein describe a case of primary cutaneous nocardiosis presenting as a mycetoma, caused by Nocardia brasiliensis. The patient had extensive lesions over the back, which can be attributed to the fact that the patient, being an agriculturist, has been exposed to recurrent trauma while carrying firewood and soiled sacks. He responded well to a modified Welsh regimen. Initially, within 2 cycles, the patient showed dramatic improvement clinically, wherein the sinuses, granulation tissue, and induration were no longer apparent. However, the patient showed a small discharging sinus at the end of 3rd pulse, so a total of 6 cycles were given. An additional 2 months of maintenance phase treatment with cotrimoxazole and rifampicin were given. On follow-up, the patient showed no recurrence at 6 months. We report a case of primary cutaneous nocardiosis presenting as a mycetoma on the back. Enlisting the help of a microbiologist allowed us to isolate the causative organism. Early recognition and prompt treatment prevents unwarranted surgical debridement and complications.